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         Hatchet Diorama Project
Name: 
As a final presentation for our Hatchet novel study you will create a diorama. A diorama is a re-creation of a natural setting, which shows a specific moment in time.  Dioramas are an excellent way to create a scene from a story that takes place in the outdoors. The setting of Hatchet mostly takes place in the wilderness of northern Canada so there are numerous scenes from the story that can be used to create your diorama. We will look at some possible scenes in class.

Besides the diorama, you will also complete a written piece consisting of three paragraphs. The first paragraph will give a brief summary of the novel. The second paragraph will describe what is happening in your diorama and why it is an important scene in the story. And finally the third paragraph will mention some of the interesting materials you used to construct your diorama. We will look at student samples in class. You will have time in class to work on the written component of the assignment.  However, any unfinished work will need to be completed at home. The diorama will be completed entirely at home.

The following section looks at some of the materials you can use and the steps you can follow to help in making your diorama. Please read through this section carefully. Add any further ideas on the line spaces provided.
Things you may need:

· Cardboard box or other container (shoebox)

· Miniature animals/people

· Paintbrushes/acrylic paints

· Miniature trees, vegetation and/or building elements

· Modeling clay

· Glue or putty

· Paper, fabric for backdrop or ground
· Cellophane (water)

· Twigs, sticks, stones, pebbles, dirt, dried or living plants

· Other - ___________________________________  





NOTE: Your diorama should be carefully constructed with items neatly trimmed (cut out), carefully and securely attached to the box and with no stray marks, smudges or glue stains. Nothing should be hanging over the edges. Remember neatness is important!
Step 1: Decide on a scale. This is important, because a diorama becomes believable to the extent that it looks "real." If you've got a focus (a figurine, a toy airplane), use that scale to ‘size’ other objects around that focus object. 

Step 2: Collect your materials--human and/or animal figures, trees or twigs, dirt, pebbles to create a shelter, or rocks and plants to create a forest.

Step 3: Decide on a background--you can paint or draw your own or use construction paper or anything else you can find. Remember, though, that the background images should be consistent with the scale you've chosen. 

Step 4: Choose a container. Cardboard boxes or shoe boxes work best, but you can use just about anything. It should be light but fairly sturdy, especially if you will need to move the diorama around. 

Step 5: Build your diorama working from the back to the front. Start with the background by creating a horizon and sky and ground. Then place large objects such as trees. The smallest objects should be placed closest to the front. Use glue or putty to secure the objects. 
Now for the written part of the assignment:
· 1st paragraph - A brief summary of what the book is about. Include the title and author. Mention the name of the main character and what his situation is at the beginning of the book. What is the main theme of the book? Read the ‘blurb’ on the back cover of the book for ideas.
· 2nd paragraph - A detailed description of what is happening in the scene as displayed in your diorama. Reread details from the book when writing this paragraph. Remember to mention why this scene is important to the story.
· 3rd paragraph - A description of the materials used to create your diorama. What was your most original use of materials? Was it difficult/easy to make? Where did you find or what did you use for particular objects in your scene? Mention things that the viewer may take special notice of OR may not notice at all because of the location of this item in your diorama. 
*Before you begin the written part of this assignment you will need to decide on a scene in the book that you would like to serve as the inspiration for your diorama.
Chapter: _________
Page: ___________
Scene: ____________________________________________________
Description: (write this on a separate sheet of paper)
Scenes from the Book
· After the planes crashes into the lake, Brian comes ashore left with nothing but the clothes on his back and the hatchet. (p. ______)
· The shelter that Brian builds at the ledge overlooking the lake.           (p. ______)
· The visit from the porcupine that has Brian throwing the hatchet and creating sparks. (p. ________)

· The day of first meat, catching and cooking the fool bird. (p. ______)
· Brian is attacked by a moose in the lake and sustains an injury to his ribs (p. ________)
· A tornado strikes in the night destroying Brian’s shelter and provisions but also to his good fortune bringing the downed plane to the water’s surface. (p. ________)

· Brian floats a raft out to the plane in the hopes of retrieving the survival pack. (p. _________)

· Brian enjoys the contents of the survival pack by preparing a four-person meal only to have a bush plane land on the lake. (p. _______)

· Other ____________________________________________________________________________________________
